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Y MEDICAL
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¢  BAYCIRCUIT COURT

Jury finds dentist was not
negligent in extraction

A court decided a dentist was
not negligent in his treatment of a
g- Patient who suffered an infection.

In 2008, Sharette Howarth, then
63, was having Dr. Robert Pierce
remove some teeth so she could
receive dentures. Howarth, who
appeared pro se, claimed she con-
tracted osteomyelitis after the ex-
to tractions, requiring her to undergo

a course of antibiotics. Defense

counsel argued Howarth did not ar-
id  ticulate how Pierce allegedly gave
her a bone infection. The defense’s
oral surgery expert said Howarth
did not have an infection after the
extractions but contracted it during
the later insertion of dentures.
Case: Howarth v. Pierce
t  CaseNo.:09-5419-CA

Plaintiff lawyer: Sharette

Howarth, pro se

Defense lawyer: Michael J.

Obringer, Marshall Dennehey

Warner Coleman & Goggin,

Jacksonville

t  OSCEOLA CIRCUIT COURT.

Wife gets $1M settlement
for husband'’s intubation

The family of a man who suf-
fered fatal complications during
intubation received a $1 million
settlement. :

In 2006, Harold Hicks, 67, un-
derwent intubation to undergo
@ surgery for a blocked intestine.
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T The intubation was ordered by an
d anesthesiologist, Dr. Scott Wurm,
P and performed by nurse Clemente

Arnold. During the insertion of the
breathing tube, Hicks aspirated
vomitinto his lungs, causing brain
€' damage and a massive infection.
| He died the following day. Hicks’
wife claimed the defendants should
have pumped her husband’s stom-
ach before the surgery.
Defense counsel claimed aspi-
rating vomit is a known complica-
' tion of intubation.
Case: Estate of Hicks v. Wurm
Case No.: 2007 CA 000762
Plaintiff lawyer: Elizabeth H.
3 Faiella, Elizabeth Hawthorne Faiella,
Winter Park ‘ 4
Defense lawyer: Thomas E. Dukes
IIl, McEwan Martinez & Dukes,




